they fi nally settled in the Carpathian Basin) the Magyars made their martial services available to the Movarian leader Rastislav and later to his nephew Sventibald both of whom were involved in confl icts with various East Frankish rulers. In 892, a late Carolingian king, Arnulf of Carinthia, turned the tables when he employed Magyar horsemen against Sventibald. 5 In addition the Hungarians may well have been involved in Arnulf 's invasions of Italy that resulted in his imperial coronation in 896, the very year that they began to settle permanently in the Carpathian Basin. Recently, Aldo A. Settia has called attention to the fact that there is little evidence of massive destruction by the Magyars during their frequent incursions into Italy, and Barbara Rosenwein has observed that Berengar I, Margrave of Friuli and King of Italy, who had a terrible reputation as a warrior, prevailed against numerous rivals partially because of his skilfull use of Hungarians against his opponents.
6
Most serious scholars no longer portray the Magyars as a gens detestanda, who brought only death and destruction, but rather as wily military entrepreneurs who knew how to exploit for gain the chaotic conditions of the late ninth and early tenth centuries.
7 Moreover, after 955 they settled down to form a stable Christian kingdom, and from then on, as a gens ad fi dem Christi conversa, they became a bulwark against further nomadic incursions from the East. 8 Why this transformation? As we have seen, when the Hungarians began their settlement in 896 they were no strangers to the Carpathian Basin. They had already used their martial skills in the service fi rst of the Moravians and then, reversing themselves, in Arnulf 's wars against the Sventibald. This mercenary behavior was nothing new to them, for, while still in Ethelköz, the area north of the Black Sea, they had served the Byzantines for profi t prior to their westward trek. The Hungarians made their decision to settle permanently along the middle Danube, when Petchenegs, in the service of Bulgars, attacked Magyar camps and absconded with their women and children, a practice that was not uncommon in most of the Eurasian steppes. The Hungarians continued their profession as classic nomadic mercenaries in their new homeland across the great forests of the Carpathians (Transylvania). Because they had martial skills that complemented those of indigeneous elites who were warring against one another, Magyars could fi nd willing customers for their 'service industry.' Although such terms as mercenarius, solidarius, and stipendarius are never used to describe the early Hungarians, they were mercenaries indeed, for they fought for material rewards that came most frequently in the form of precious metals (aurum et argentum). 9 Economically it was
